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We look forward to your visit to The Folger Shakespeare Library.  In these pages you will find things you will see at 
Folger and help guide your experience.  
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BEGINNING YOUR EXPERIENCE 
When you arrive at the Folger you will use the West Entrance to enter the building. The West Entrance is located on the 
corner of East Capitol and 2nd St SE. Walk down the ramp and you will arrive at the entry doors. Proceed inside and you 
will find the Welcome Desk located to your right.

A
lan Karchm

er	



4

CHECKING IN FOR YOUR VISIT
You will walk into the lobby which is an open space where the audience checks into the theatre and exhibition galleries. 
The lobby may be loud and sometimes crowded. You will need to check in at the welcome desk when you arrive.  You 
may have to wait in line, but someone will help you soon. They will ask you for your last name or order number to find 
your timed entry. If you don’t have a timed entry pass the staff will happily get you checked in. We also offer a coat 
check if you’d like to hang up your coat or use a locker.  
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SENSORY KITS AND WELLNESS ROOM
Sensory Bags available at the front desks or the theatre. They contain fidgets and other tools to help during your time 
here. Please return them before you leave the Folger. You can also ask for a self-guided tour to help know the building 
and spaces better. If you need to take a break at any time, a staff member can direct you to our Wellness room.  
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FINDING OUR RESTROOMS
Our restrooms are located in the East Lobby. All restrooms are gender neutral, which means anyone can use them. 
There is also one single-stall family restroom in the East Lobby and three single-stall restrooms located outside of the 
theatre. If you need help locating them, a staff member will be happy to point them out.  
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SHAKESPEARE HALL
The Shakespeare Exhibition Hall is where Folger keeps their 82 First Folios.  It’s the largest collection of folios in the 
world. There are other objects on display as well. You might see staff with red name tags around, they are happy to 
answer any questions you have.
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ROSE HALL
This is another gallery space where we show our temporary exhibitions. There might be something new here every time 
you visit. This is because some of objects can only be in the light for set periods of time.  
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THEATRE
You can head upstairs to the original building and check out the theatre. If a performance or event is taking place, the theatre 
may not be available for public viewing. Please come back at another time to take a look inside! 
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GREAT HALL AND CAFÉ
Here is where our café Quill and Crumb is located. There is seating available throughout the room. If you are hungry or 
thirsty, you can purchase a snack and enjoy it in the Great Hall. Food and drink are not allowed outside this area.
*If you use headphones for sounds sensitivity you may want to use them here.
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READING ROOM 
The Research Library, also known as the Reading Room. This space has limited hours to the public, but you can always 
look through the windows to see the researchers working. If you would like to go inside, the Reading Room is open for 
viewing Friday 5pm–8pm and Saturday and Sunday 11–5pm, unless an event is scheduled in the room. While visiting we 
ask that you do not touch the books.

Erika N
izborski	



12

GIFT SHOP
The shop is available if you would like to purchase anything to remember your trip to the Folger.  
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END
Thank you for visiting the Folger Shakespeare Library. If you borrowed a sensory bag please return it to the front desk.  
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