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Keeping a dream alive and a renovation project on track for more than 
four years—and during a worldwide pandemic—requires unwavering 
focus, wisdom, and willpower. The Folger team, led by our long-time 
director Dr. Michael Witmore, exhibited those attributes, and more. This 
also marked the capstone of Mike’s distinguished and visionary leader-
ship across 13 years. At last year’s Gala we celebrated Mike’s enormous 
contributions, which included the expansion of the Folger’s endowment; 
leading the most successful capital campaign in the institution’s history; 
advancing public programming, education, and collections-based research; 
and championing access, inclusiveness, and community engagement. The 
Board thanks him for his bold and inspirational leadership.

We are also very excited to welcome the Folger’s new director, Dr. Farah 
Karim-Cooper, who arrived in October 2024. Under Farah’s fresh leadership, 
the Folger team is highly engaged and ready to embrace the library’s expanding 
role as a vibrant cultural organization in the nation’s capital. Farah’s cross-disci-
plinary expertise in Shakespeare studies, performance, collections, and media, 
as well as her experience connecting with a variety of audiences, will be a 
tremendous benefit to the Folger in the years to come.   

 It is thanks to your generous support—joined with the dedication, 
creativity, and expertise of the Folger staff—that we start this new 
chapter in our history on such strong footing. I am filled with gratitude 
about what we have been able to accomplish together and what lies 
ahead. If you have not yet visited the reopened Folger Shakespeare 
Library, I encourage you to do so in the coming months. As with all 
our visitors, you will receive a warm welcome and the opportunity to 
engage with the Folger’s remarkable treasures.

With gratitude,,

D. Jarrett Arp, Chair, Board of Governors

From the Board Chair
T O  T H E  F O L G E R  C O M M U N I T Y : 

What a truly unforgettable year! The June 21, 2024, reopening of the 
expanded Folger Shakespeare Library was a milestone unlike any other in 
the 93 years since the building first opened its doors. As The Washington 
Post aptly stated, “To call what’s been done a mere ‘renovation’ doesn’t 
begin to capture the transformation of the world’s largest repository of 
Shakespeare material.”

The engine of that transformation was a desire and commitment to make 
the Folger a more welcoming institution, one that fosters community, con-
nection, and exchange among visitors, scholars, artists, and so many more. 
An expansion of this scale would not have been possible without the support 
of the many generous donors to The Wonder of Will capital campaign. On 
behalf of the Board of Governors, I express my deep appreciation for your 
support and for the leadership of my predecessors, Louis Cohen and J. May 
Liang, and the capital campaign committee chair, Susan Sachs Goldman.
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T O  F O L G E R  F R I E N D S ,  O L D  A N D  N E W : 

I am honored to take up the helm of the Folger at this exciting time. Over 
the past few months, I have enjoyed getting to know the Folger’s staff, 
its Board of Governors, and the broader Folger community—and I look 
forward to meeting many more of you in the year ahead.

The energy and enthusiasm in the building have been palpable since reopening. 
In the last quarter of 2024, we welcomed some 15,000 visitors for the first-ever 
Frost Fair. The event featured special programs, craft-making, holiday-themed 
treats, and more. Some 2,800 people used the Reading Room’s expanded 
services before the end of the year, and 10,350 theater-goers attended 
performances of Romeo and Juliet, which The Washington Post named as 
one of the 10 best plays and musicals of 2024.

I share these stats because they point to our potential to expand significantly 
the number of people who participate in our programs, attend our perfor-

mances, and use our unparalleled collection for research and education, 
making the Folgers’ dream come true—that the collections are a national 
treasure and gift to the American people. In the 21st century, access to 
scholarship, the humanities, and rare artifacts must be as broad as possible 
to establish the value and utility of Shakespeare to the world. Our new 
public spaces and more accessible digital holdings, which you will learn 
about in this report, make this growth possible.

As we emerge as a visitor attraction in a city that hosts millions of tourists 
every year, the Folger is poised to engage with many new and different 
types of audiences. To that end, we were delighted to be named one of the 
top 20 “Best Cultural Spots” in National Geographic’s Best of the World 
listing for 2024. I am sure that is the first of many more acknowledgments 
to come of our status as a world-class cultural destination.

Here is just one example of what being fully open, and truly welcoming, makes 
possible: A young woman who attended a reading of How Shakespeare Saved 
My Life by Jacob Ming-Trent in January became a registered researcher 
nine months later. One touchpoint led to another, setting a new scholar on a 
path of discovery with limitless possibility.

That is the power of an encounter with how Shakespeare can be used to 
think and dream with, simply made possible by a newly reopened building, 
thought-provoking creative, scholarly, and educational programming, and 
unparalleled access to the largest Shakespeare collection in the world. 

Sincerely,

Dr. Farah Karim-Cooper, Director

From the Director



O U R  B U I L D I N G  R E N O V A T I O N  P R O J E C T
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It was a year of preparation and anticipation as the Folger’s 

building renovation project entered its exciting final phase. 

The new public wing, built beneath the Folger’s historic 

1932 building, got outfitted with display cases, interactive 

media, and interpretive panels—and then became the new 

home for nearly 400 rare books and manuscripts. Meanwhile, 

the Great Hall transformed from an exhibition space to a 

light-filled, welcoming place for casual gatherings and a café. 

The latter got its name, Quill & Crumb, from a crowdsourced 

online campaign. Staffing more than doubled in the ramp-up to 

operating new public spaces, and all eyes were on the prize of 

the grand reopening on June 21, 2024.

O U R  B U I L D I N G  R E N O V A T I O N  P R O J E C T

A New Home for the First Folios

At the heart of the Shakespeare 
Exhibition Hall in the Adams 
Pavilion is the monumental, 
20-foot-long “visible vault” 
displaying all 82 of the Folger’s 
First Folios, the largest col-
lection in the world. Without 
the First Folio, a collection of 
Shakespeare’s plays that was 
published seven years after his 
death, 18 of the plays might 
have been lost forever.

The case’s installation in August 
2023 was a milestone in the ren-
ovation project. The gathering 
in one, publicly available place, 
for the first time, of all 82 copies 
is intended to be both a visual 
and an informational feast for 
visitors. Optimal light and tem-
perature controls ensure that 
the books are protected—but 
even in the low light, the leather 
bindings gleam like jewels on a 
crown. The interactive display 

USHERING IN A NEW ERA
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table in front of the case houses 
two open folios for visitors to 
inspect up close, along with 
touchscreens for exploring con-
nections between the 82 copies. 
Lights inside the case illuminate 
the copies being explored on 
the screen. Other interactives 
allow visitors to search the folios 
as a detective, storyteller, or 
collector or to learn more about 
the book’s history. 

To put all the Folger First Folios 
on public display “is an amazing 
and transformative thing for 
the Folger to be doing,” says 
Greg Prickman, the Eric Wein-
mann Librarian and Director 
of Collections and Exhibitions. 
“The creation of this new space 
and experience is all about mak-
ing this collection accessible. 
We’re taking objects of great 
and lasting cultural significance 
and moving them from the 
deepest vault to right inside the 
front door.”

Readying the Exhibition Halls

In the last four months of 2023, 
preparation of the 6,000 square 
feet of new exhibition halls 
shifted into high gear. Among 
the first items to be installed 

The Hottest Reopening in DC 
this Summer Is a Library. 	
			         —Thrillist

was the wallpaper for Imprints 
in Time, the first special exhibition 
in the Stuart and Mimi Rose Rare 
Book and Manuscript Exhibition Hall. 
In addition to hosting changing 
exhibitions, this space includes 
the Out of the Vault gallery of 
significant items from the Folger’s 
collection and a hands-on activities 
table for learners of all ages.

In the Shakespeare Exhibition 
Hall, the historically accurate 
working reconstruction of an 
early printing press took up its 
position near the First Folios 
case. Meanwhile, exhibition 
fabricators covered the walls in 
1,900 pages, each an image of an 
item in the Folger’s collections, 
installed custom display cases, 
and began work on the interac-
tive components. These include 
Printing with Light stations to 
typeset words and a Shake Up 
Your Shakespeare game using 
487 lines from the plays.

In the spring of 2024, artist 
Fred Wilson installed the third 
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contemporary artwork com-
missioned by the Folger for the 
building renovation: an ornate 
five-foot-tall black glass mir-
ror alongside an engraving 
of Shakespearean actor Ira 
Aldridge as Othello and the 
“Sieve” portrait of Elizabeth 
I. The three-part installation 
invites visitors to reflect on 
histories both seen and unseen, 
imagined and actual. The other 
commissioned works of art are 
Rita Dove’s poem of welcome 
inscribed along the west gar-
den path and Anke Neumann’s 
paper-and-light sculpture, Cloud 
of Imagination, in the stairwell 
from the east lobby up to the 
theater and Great Hall.

Opening the Doors Wide

As the weeks leading up to re-
opening day flew by, the Visitor 
Experience team ramped up hir-
ing for new positions at the wel-
come desks and throughout the 
building. The gift shop produced 
new Folger collection-inspired 
merchandise and fully stocked 
and styled a large new shop in 

the west lobby. Meanwhile, the 
Education division staff began 
training three dozen docents to 
assist visitors in the exhibition 
halls. They prepared them to 
answer questions ranging from 
DC history to Shakespeare’s 
First Folios, with an emphasis 
on offering warm welcomes and 
creating meaningful experiences.

On June 14, a week before the 
official reopening, the Folger 
invited community members 
to a Friends and Family Preview 
Day. Several hundred people 
streamed through the doors, 
giving Visitor Experience staff 
and docents the opportunity 

The renovated Folger is 
a triumph—one that pre-
serves and honors the best 
of its past while incorporat-
ing breathtaking updates 
and innovations. 
	 —Smithsonian Magazine

Learn how you can make Shakespeare’s stories and his world 
accessible to everyone at folger.edu/give
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to learn what questions were 
asked most frequently—and to 
perfect their answers. That eve-
ning, donors to The Wonder of 
Will capital campaign enjoyed a 
preview. There was also a pre-
view celebrating the inaugural 
special exhibition, Imprints in 
Time, featuring the collection of 
Stuart and Mimi Rose. 

Then, finally, it was here! Reopen-
ing day had arrived at last! And 
it was no longer just a day but 
an entire weekend of events 
and activities for visitors of all 
ages. Board members, donors, 
and dignitaries attended a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony in the 
Folger Theatre, kicked off by 
a performance by Crush Funk 
Brass Band. Speakers included 
Folger neighbors, Reverend 
Kevin Vandiver of the Lutheran 
Church of the Reformation on 
East Capitol Street and Dr. Carla 
Hayden, Librarian of Congress. 
Muriel Bowser, mayor of the 
District of Columbia, proclaimed 
June 21, 2024, as Folger Shake-
speare Library Day. Dame Karen 
Pierce, British Ambassador to 
the United States, read a letter 
from King Charles III. 

“Welcome, wanderer”—a line 
from A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream—provided the theme for 
the weekend, as both new and 
newly returned visitors explored 
the renovated building, interacted 
with the exhibits, enjoyed musical 
and theatrical performances, and 
sampled treats from the Quill & 
Crumb café (which would fully 
open in November). Nearly 3,000 
people visited for reopening 
weekend alone. It was a truly 
momentous and memorable 
occasion made possible by the 
generous donors to The Wonder 
of Will capital campaign who, 
inspired by a bold new vision for 
the Folger Shakespeare Library, 
made it a reality. 

Dr. Michael Witmore, Folger 
Director during the building ren-
ovation, reflected, “The result 
is an intentional and deliberate 
realization of both the Folger’s 
mission and future ambitions. 
I think the renovation beauti-
fully positions the Folger as we 
approach our first 100 years in 
2032, and defines our relevance 
in a new century.”
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We proudly recognize and  acknowledge 

the individuals and foundations who 

have generously made philanthropic 

commitments of $25,000 or more, to 

support the reopening of the Folger 

Shakespeare Library on June 21, 2024. 

With your support, our historic building 

has been transformed into a 21st-century 

center for Shakespeare and the human-

ities. Thank you!
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On-site, in-person pro-
gramming returned in 
full force this year at the 

Folger, thanks to the reopening 
of the theater before the rest 
of the building. Folger Theatre 
welcomed audiences back to 
Capitol Hill for the first time since 
March 2020, with a production 
of The Winter’s Tale. It opened 
in November 2023 as part of the 
DC-wide Shakespeare Everywhere 
festival. The nearly 11,000 tickets 
sold were proof that the public 
was excited to be back!

The acclaimed one-woman show 
Where We Belong, written and 
performed by Madeline Sayet, 
followed in the theater with a run 
through early March 2024. Pro-
duced in association with Woolly 
Mammoth Theatre Company, 
the play explored a journey to 
England taken by Sayet’s Mohegan 
ancestors in the 1700s. It finished 
its three-year national tour on 
the Folger stage.

The Folger Consort marked its re-
turn to on-site programming with 
“Music and Satire,” which was 
interlaced with satirical writings 
of Renaissance French author 
Rabelais. The family-friendly 
event “Not Just Another Day Off,” 



held on Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
in January 2024, featured poet 
and vocalist Alexa Patrick. She 
was joined on the Folger stage by 
actors bringing to life speeches 
by Dr. King and others.

Breaking New Ground

The play Metamorphoses, adapted 
from Ovid by Tony award-winner 
Mary Zimmerman, provided an 
appropriately named capstone 
to the Folger Theatre’s 2023–24 
season. Described as “marvelous” 
and “gorgeously realized” by The 
Washington Post, the production 
was directed by Psalmayene 24. 
It situated the timeless tales of 
Ovid in a modern-day setting, 
told by members of the African 
diaspora. “These stories remind 
us of the unchanging nature of 
human existence,” said Psalm. 
“Our love, greed, foolishness, 
lust, kindness, stubbornness, 
creativity, violence, and generos-
ity—the things that unite people 
across the eons—is reflected 
back to us through the prism of 
this play.”

Metamorphoses was the first 
play in the Folger’s history to fea-
ture an all-Black cast. “By pulling 

together an all-Black ensemble, 
Psalm uplifts and celebrates the 
humanity of Black people, our 
potential for renewal and rebirth, 
while exploring our collective 
transformational journey as human 
beings,” said Folger Director of Pro-
gramming and Performance and 
Folger Theatre Artistic Director 
Karen Ann Daniels. The production 
was nominated for seven Helen 
Hayes awards, including out-
standing director, lead performer, 
ensemble, and choreography.

The play’s popularity with theater-
goers earned it an extended run, 
through reopening weekend. 
Zimmerman attended the perfor-
mance on Patrons’ Night in May 
2024 and mingled with guests and 
cast members. She spoke about 
the endurance of cultural myths 
and her approach to directing 
Shakespeare’s plays on the Folger’s 
podcast, Shakespeare Unlimited, 
with host Barbara Bogaev. 

Ovid’s Metamorphoses was also 
the theme of the Folger Consort’s 
final concert of the season.

Shakespeare as a Starting Point

Folger Theatre hosted the second 
annual Reading Room Festival on 



FOLGER 2024 ANNUAL REPORT 19

site in January 2024. The four-day 
event included staged readings 
of four new works inspired by, 
or in conversation with, Shake-
speare’s plays. Among the new 
plays was How Shakespeare Saved 
My Life by Jacob Ming-Trent. 
Through verse, rhyme, and song, 
the production explored how 
Shakespeare taught Ming-Trent 
the importance in life of forgive-
ness and mercy. The playwright 
had delighted audiences with 
his performance as Bottom in 
Folger Theatre’s production of A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream at the 
National Building Museum in the 
summer of 2022. 

In addition to staged readings 
of world-premiere plays, the 
Reading Room Festival featured 
film screenings, moderated 
conversations with artists and 
scholars, open rehearsals, and 
lively social gatherings.

Expanding Community 
Connections in DC

As part of DC Amplified, a 
multi-year initiative to foster 
relationships between the Folger 
and DC neighborhoods, new art 
installations sprung up in DC 
public libraries throughout the 

spring and summer of 2024. The 
installations were part of the DC & 
Me project, which aims to collect 
and amplify stories about life in 
the nation’s capital. Each installa-
tion featured works of art created 
by local residents in workshops 
led by teaching artists from the 
DC-based Angel Rose Art Collec-
tive. QR codes directed viewers to 
short films of actors portraying 
the residents and their stories.

The project—which received fund-
ing from the National Endowment 
for the Arts—is the brainchild 
of Folger Artist-in-Residence, 
now Director of Engagement, 
Katherine Harroff. “Through 
DC & Me, it is my intention to 
put a celebratory focus on the 
community of Washington, DC, 
and empower its people to utilize 
the tools of performance-based 
artmaking to share traditions, 
honored stories of the past, 
and communal hopes for the 
future,” Harroff said. “This style 
of inclusive creative collaboration 
offers meaningful and empathic 
connections to others, enabling 
populations to take control of 
their own narratives.”



TRANSFORMING 
							       EDUCATION
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The Folger hosted a mix 
of virtual and in-person 
educational programs for 

teachers and students during the 
2023–24 school year. The summer 
of 2023 was chock-full of online 
professional development offer-
ings for educators. Thanks to the 
reopening of the Folger Theatre 
in November 2023, the Education 
division was able to treat 30 
teachers from the DC metro-
politan area to a complimentary 
performance of The Winter’s 
Tale. They were excited to see the 
building, learn about upcoming 
educational programs, and plan 
how to introduce the Folger to 
their students. 

Introducing More Teachers to 
the Folger Method

In the lead-up to the fall 2024 
publication of the first three 
titles in the series Folger Guides 
to Teaching Shakespeare, the 
Education division held a variety 
of workshops that previewed 
the Guides and introduced more 
than 500 teachers to the Folger 
Method. Workshops focused on 
exploring Hamlet lesson plans, 
reaching reluctant readers, and 
teaching Shakespeare to stu-

dents with learning differences, 
among other topics.

The Folger Method involves nine 
learning activities that get students 
connecting directly and deeply 
with literary language. The ac-
tivities are language-focused, 
emphasizing the notion that 
Shakespeare’s language is not 
a barrier, but rather a portal. It is 
what enables students to discover 
amazing things in the plays, the 
world, and themselves. “By per-
forming a line, scene, or several 
scenes, students bring their own 
imagination and creativity to the 
words, find the humor in the lan-
guage, and discover that Shake-
speare is, indeed, accessible,” said 
Donna Denizé, chair of the English 
department at St. Albans School 
in Washington, DC. “The Folger 
Method has been repeatedly 
affirmed for me by what students 
in my Shakespeare class have 
written in their final essays.”

Making Shakespeare Their Own

In May 2024, just prior to re-
opening the building, Folger 
Education staff welcomed nearly 
300 students from 13 different 
schools in DC, Maryland, and 
Virginia to a “mini” version of the 



in which kids look for images 
on the walls that match those 
on a clue sheet available at the 
welcome desks. The Decoder 
Trail, intended for children aged 
six to nine, equips “Shakespeare 
sleuths” with a magnifying glass 
they use to decode messages, 
solve riddles, and create a poem. 
Successful sleuths receive a 
special badge upon completion 
of the trail.

As the reopening date neared, 
the Folger invited students from 
Montgomery Blair High School in 
Silver Spring, Maryland, to test-
drive the Shakespeare Exhibition 
Hall. “We were interested in 
what appealed to them, where 
they spent their time, what they 
had to say to each other about 
what they were seeing,” recalled 
Dr. Peggy O’Brien, founding Folger 
Director of Education, who retired 
in July 2024. The students were 
especially taken with the pages 
from the Folger collection cov-
ering the walls of the exhibition 
hall. They even noticed that one 
of the pages was upside down—
and encouraged staff to leave it 
that way and challenge visitors 
to find it. Staff members took 
their advice.

Secondary School Shakespeare 
Festival. It was the first time the 
festival had happened since Feb-
ruary 2020. Over two days, the 
students performed scenes from 
Shakespeare that they edited, 
directed, and acted in themselves. 
Students from two of the schools 
performed scenes in both English 
and Spanish. The robust atten-
dance was made possible in part 
by the Folger providing buses for 
schools that could not offer their 
own transportation.

Although this year’s festival was 
shorter than previously (due to 
the reopening schedule), the 
days were lively, noisy, and full of 
laughter, moved silence, and wild 
applause. Parents attended, as did 
Folger staff members. Students 
left with books, certificates, con-
fidence, and the knowledge that 
they, too, belong at the Folger.

Welcoming Visitors of All Ages 

In preparation for reopening, the 
Folger developed a new set of ed-
ucational activities for pre-school 
and primary-school visitors to 
the new exhibition halls. These 
include the Discovery Trail, rec-
ommended for ages three to five, 
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DRIVING DISCOVERY
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In the summer of 2023, Dr. Patricia 
Akhimie began her tenure as Director 
of the Folger Institute, succeeding 

Dr. Kathleen Lynch who retired after 30 
years of service. Akhimie also serves as 
Director of the RaceB4Race Mentorship 
Network and is an Associate Professor 
of English at Rutgers University–Newark. 
She is the editor of the Arden Othello 
(fourth series) and The Oxford Hand-
book of Shakespeare and Race.

Dr. Akhimie shared some of her insights 
on Othello when she delivered the 
annual Shakespeare’s Birthday Lecture 
in April 2024, the first time the popular 
event was held on site in five years. 
She explored how strategic editing 
choices, such as omission and correc-
tion, produce and perpetuate racial 
stereotypes.

“Over almost two decades, as a stu-
dent, scholar, and teacher, I have 
found in the Folger a scholarly second 
home,” said Dr. Akhimie upon her 
appointment. “I know the Folger as a 
place of both camaraderie and rigorous 
intellectual exchange.”

Return of the Collection

During the building renovation, the 
Folger collection was kept safe at five 
offsite locations—one of which moved 
partway through the project. Returning 

the collection to East Capitol Street 
meant coordinating the delivery of 
91 truckloads of items contained in 
18,184 boxes!

Over 28 weeks, moving vendors returned 
items truck by truck to the building, 
where Researcher Services staff then 
carefully and painstakingly shelved 
books, journals, and reference materials 
in a new configuration. The goal was 
to properly house the existing collection 
at the greatest density, as well as pro-
vide room to grow. An additional 10,900 
linear feet of shelving (distributed 
across the reading room, open stacks, 
and the vaults) makes that growth 
possible.

“The shift was a complex puzzle that 
brought our staff back into their 
natural element, devising solutions 
to groupings and sizes, and applying 
reason to arrangements in support of 
accessibility,” said Greg Prickman, Eric 
Weinmann Librarian and Director of 
Collections and Exhibitions.

Reopening the Reading Room

In late 2023, the Folgers’ portraits 
resumed their place of honor on the 
east wall of the Reading Room. As the 
new year dawned, they overlooked the 
hum of activity below, including the 
assembly of 36 new workstations with 



More than 2,800 people would use 
the new and improved Reading Room 
in its first hundred days.

Advancing Scholarly Research

The 2023–24 academic year got off to 
a strong start, as the Folger Institute 
welcomed a cohort of 49 scholarly 
and artistic fellows, including the first 
long-term fellows since 2020. A more 
flexible fellowship model, intended to 
promote equity, allowed scholars to 
request spending up to three months 
of the nine-month fellowship virtu-
ally. This model is particularly bene-
ficial for those with dependent care 
responsibilities or high teaching loads 
with limited leave time.

The Folger Institute received a re-
cord-breaking 165 applications each 
for short-term academic fellowships 
and artistic research fellowships for 
the 2024–25 academic year. In addition, 
more scholars applied for long-term 
fellowships than in the previous year. 
This increased interest is notable given 
that most fellowship programs are 
experiencing a decline in applications—
and it may well reflect the excitement 
around renewed access to the Folger’s 
holdings following reopening.

custom tables and chairs designed by 
the London-based firm Luke Hughes. 
(The old furniture, with its beautiful 
grain and interesting details, is gaining 
a second life in the café, Quill & Crumb, 
thanks to the creativity of a DC-based 
furniture maker.)

At the same time as books were 
returning to Reading Room shelves, 
migration of the Folger’s more than 
100,000 digital images to a new sys-
tem, Islandora, took place—part of an 
overall modernization of collections 
management. Implementation of a 
single sign-on system makes it easy 
for users of all types to search the 
catalog and access online journals 
and digital holdings.

In the spring of 2024, the Reading 
Room was ready to welcome the first 
cohort of Fellows to work on-site since 
2020. While the researchers studied 
collection items, staff members 
tested new procedures for paging and 
delivering requests. They also staged 
displays of items for onsite seminars.

Upon reopening officially on June 
25, 2024, the Reading Room hosted a 
welcome-back event for researchers, 
the Reading Room Revels. The event’s 
signature cocktail, the Folger Mar-
TEA-ni, was a nod to the Folger 
tradition of afternoon tea breaks. 
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Among the many new additions to the Folger collection this year, 
clockwise beginning at top left: Meeting of minds, actor William 
Marshall’s personal archive from the 1979 PBS program Shakespeare 
On Love in which he played Othello; Arithmetic exercise book of Anna 
Dowel, 1687; and Julius Caesar Ibbetson’s painting of The Taming of 
the Shrew, Act IV, scene 5, with Petruchio, Katherine, and Hortensio, 
for John Boydell’s Shakespeare Gallery, 1794.N
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Thank you to the many individuals, foundations, and government agencies that provided support to the Folger and its programs from July 1, 2023, to June 30, 2024. 
Your commitment to our mission has been instrumental during this incredible moment in Folger history, as we reopened our building after a four-year renovation and 
welcomed back visitors, community members, families, and researchers. As we celebrate the great strides we have made, we extend gratitude to all the members and 
supporters who paved the way for these accomplishments. 

The list below reflects giving by donors to our fiscal year 2024 annual fund. This list includes all donors of $250 or more.

Thank you all. You make our work possible.

OUR DONORS

$500,000+

Anonymous

Jacqueline Badger Mars

Stuart and Mimi Rose

$100,000–$499,999

Vinton and Sigrid Cerf

DC Commission on the Arts & Humanities,      	
   an agency supported in part by the National    	
   Endowment for the Arts 

Wyatt R. and Susan N. Haskell

J. May Liang & James Lintott

National Endowment for the Humanities

Linda Levy Peck*

$50,000–$99,999

Richard D. Batchelder, Jr.

Susan Sachs Goldman

Martin Kuehne

Share Fund

Ms. Aida Sukys

$35,000–$49,999

Ambassador Jeff Bleich & Ms. Becky Bleich

Beth Cisneros and Michael Rosenman

Florence and Neal Cohen

The Estate of Catherine Held

Helen and David Kenney and Family

Gail Kern Paster

$25,000–$34,999

Dr. Bill & Evelyn Braithwaite

Rebecca Bushnell and John Toner

Mr. Jonathan Hope and Ms. Ayanna Thompson

Andrea “Andi” Kasarsky

Derek and Leora Kaufman

William* and Louisa Newlin

David M. Taylor

The Shubert Foundation

$20,000–$24,999

D. Jarrett and Nora Arp

Louis and Bonnie Cohen

Mr. Robert Spann and Ms. Elizabeth Whiteley

$10,000–$19,999

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth L. Adelman

Anonymous

Mr. John Baskin Buntin and 
  Dr. Melinda Beeuwkes Buntin

Jim and Susan Clifton

Emily and Michael Eig

The Lee and Juliet Folger Fund

Gilbane Building Company

Mr. David H. Hofstad

Mr. and Mrs. Amos B. Hostetter, Jr.

Nancy and Steve Howard

Maxine Isaacs

Frank F. Islam and Debbie Driesman

KieranTimberlake

The Honorable John D. Macomber*

Mars Foundation

The Morgan Fund at Seattle Foundation

Gail Orgelfinger and Charles Hanna

Paul Smith and Michael Dennis

Ms. Ruth Taylor Kidd

The Nancy Peery Marriott Foundation

The Nora Roberts Foundation

Ms. Ednajane Truax

US Charitable Gift Trust

Scott and Liz Vance

Michael Witmore

$5,000–$9,999

Anonymous

Keith and Celia Arnaud

Dr. Nancy E. Barklage and Dr. Teresa Welch

Becker + Frondorf

Dr. James E. Bernhardt and Ms. Beth C. Bernhardt

Heather and Dick Cass

Maygene and Steve Daniels

Dimick Foundation

The Fay Family

Denise Gwyn Ferguson

Ms. Tracy Fisher

Nancy Ebb and Gary Ford

Dr. Stephen H. Grant*

Ms. Jill Hartman

Mr. Ken Hitz and Ms. Liselott Liungman

Ms. Alison K. Hoagland

Garth Jacobson and Cindy Demeules

Josephine Fox Education Trust

Karl K. and Carrol Benner Kindel

Kitchings Family Foundation

Lawrence Family Foundation

Mr. Myron Lehtman

David and Lenka Lundsten

Terence R. Murphy, OBE and 
  Patricia Sherman Murphy

Darcy and Andrew Nussbaum

Drs. Eldor and Judith Pederson

Mr. Ben Reiter and Mrs. Alice Goldman Reiter

Gabriela and Douglas Smith

Ms. Szilvia E. Szmuk-Tanenbaum

Louis B. Thalheimer and Juliet A. Eurich

Mary Augusta and George D. Thomas

Tara Ghoshal Wallace

Daniel Weiss

 $2,500–$4,999

Anonymous (2)

D. James Baker and Emily Lind Baker

Gail Weinmann and Nathan Billig

Ms. Gigi Bradford and Mr. Jim Stanford



Dr. Marcel C. LaFollette and 
  Dr. Jeffrey K. Stine

Dr. Denny Lane and Dr. Naoko Aoki

Kimberlyn Leary and Richard Shaw

Wing C. Leung

Dr. Calvin C. Linnemann and 
  Rev. Patricia G. Linnemann

Mr. James Lynch

Kathleen Lynch and John Blaney

Mr. Thomas G. MacCracken

Ms. Lynne Martin

Ms. Catherine McClave

John and Connie McGuire

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Neuman

Mr. Ray Newton

Ms. Glenda Noel-Ney

Mrs. Jean F. Nordhaus

Jessie Ann Owens

Anne Parten and Philip Nelson

Dr. Hans S. Pawlisch

Ms. Sheila J. Peters

Mr. and Mrs. Carl F. Pfeiffer

Mr. Norman Philion

Mr. Eugene Pinkard and Ms. Liska Friedman

Michael and Penelope Pollard

Mr. Joseph T. Prive

Whayne and Ursula Quin

Jonathan Rash

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Reynolds

Mr. James Roberts

Dr. Karen Robertson

Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Roth

John and Lynn Sachs

Mr. James Sandman

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Saunders

Ms. Susan Schwab

Lois G. Schwoerer

Dr. Walter H. Smith

Joanne M. Sten

Ramie Targoff and Stephen Greenblatt

Mr. Leslie C. Taylor

Colleen Daly and Dodge Thompson

Ms. Katherine von Eckartsberg

Mr. Arthur Warren and Mr. James Pridgen

Toby and Stacie Webb

Ms. Kimberly R. West

Ms. Carolyn L. Wheeler

Mr. Donald E. White and 
  Ms. Betty W. Good-White

Professor R L Widmann

Drs. Thomas and Dennie P. Wolf

$500–$999

Dr. Peter J. Albert and Ms. Charlotte Mahoney

Anonymous (3)

Ms. Pamela Atkins

Mr. and Mrs. David Bair

Ms. Mary W. Ballard

Bess and Greg Ballentine

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Barry

Mr. Iain Bason

Ms. Margaret A. Bauer and Mr. Lane Heard

Mr. and Mrs. David M. Beckmann

Pamela Beltran

Dr. James J. Bono and Dr. Barbara J. Bono

Kimberly Bradley

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bradshaw

DeeDee and John Brinkema

Dr. Theodore P. Byrne

Professor Carmen A. Casís

Ms. Patricia Catalano

Professor Susan P. Cerasano

Ms. Merritt Chesley

Ms. Molly C. Clay

Adam and Debbie Cohen

Ms. Mary Cole

Mr. and Mrs. William D. Coleman

Ms. Helen A. Cook

Mr. and Mrs. William E. Cooke

Timothy J. Carlton

Mr. Richard H. Cleva

Nicky Cymrot

Ms. Harriet H. Davis

Rose and John Eberhardt

Amanda and Mark Edwards

Mrs. John Eustice

Melody and Albert Fetske

Robert and Carole Fontenrose

John and Meg Hauge

Ms. Christine Healey and Mr. Ryan C. Brown

The H. John Heinz Family Fund 
  of the Pittsburgh Foundation

Ms. Wendy Joseph

Rick Kasten

Dr. Kathleen Menzie Lesko

Mr. Edward McNicholas

Peter and Mary Jay Michel

Martin and Elaine Miller

Jane Molloy

Dr. Rebeccah Kinnamon Neff

Dennis and Jennifer Newman

Mike Newton and Dr. Linda Werling

Susan and Frank Salinger

Barbra Eaton and Ed Salners

Prof. Barbara A. Shailor PhD and 
  Prof. Harry W. Blair II PhD

Robert J. and Tina M. Tallaksen

Amy and Mark Tercek

The Dallas Morse Coors Foundation 
  for the Performing Arts

Mrs. Laura Tridico

Kenneth Wainstein

Anne and Fred Woodworth

Ms. Helena E. Wright

$1,000–$2,499

Ann and David Allen

Ms. Jerrilyn V. Andrews and 
  Mr. Donald E. Hesse

Anonymous (5)

Mr. David E. Brewster and 
  Ms. Linda L. Ayres

Ms. Lisa U. Baskin

Mr. Brent James Bennett

Mr. Richard Ben-Veniste and 
  Ms. Donna Grell

Dr. Jean C. Bolan

The Boston Foundation

Ms. Nadene J. Bradburn

Mr. and Mrs. Charles P. Brown

Kathleen Burger and Glen Gerada

Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Callahan

Capitol Hill Community Foundation

Ms. Doritt Carroll

Mr. Daniel De Simone and Ms. Angela Scott

Marjorie & Anthony Elson

Dr. William E. Engel

Charles Fendig and Maria Fisher

Mr. Leo S. Fisher and Ms. Sue J. Duncan

Mr. James Earl Ford

Mr. and Mrs. Harold B. Gill

Sandra Brooke Gordon and David Gordon

Ms. Patricia Gray

Dr. Nancy E. Gwinn and Dr. John Y. Cole

Dr. Diane S. Isaacs and Dr. Jay L. Halio

Daniel Hamilton

Florence and Peter D. Hart

Dr. and Mrs. Robert M. Hazen

Ines K. Hedges and Victor Wallis

Michael J. Hirrel

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Huey-Burns

Ms. Elizabeth M. Janthey

Mr. Glen Johnson

Dr. and Mrs. Russel C. Jones

Rosa Joshi

Mr. Kenneth Karmiole

Stephen Kieran

Mr. Thomas F. Koegel and 
  Ms. Anne U. LaFollette



FOLGER 2024 ANNUAL REPORT 31

Dr. Robert Lawshe

Mr. and Mrs. Roger N. Levy

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence H. Liden

Mr. Roy Lind

Ms. Diane Brown Linfors

Ms. Esther M. Mackintosh

Ms. Ellen Maland and Mr. Donald B. Adams

Ms. Susan Marcus and Mr. Roger A. Haskins

Mr. Winton E. Matthews, Jr.

Ms. Susan McCloskey

John and Dianne McGinnis

Ms. Kristie Miller

Mr. and Mrs. W. Todd Miller

Ms. Abby L. Yochelson and 
  Mr. Wallace Mlyniec

Mr. Mark Nagumo and Ms. Janis L. Dote

Mr. David Nexon

Dr. and Mrs. Malcolm B. Niedner

Professor Leonard Niehoff

Mr. Joe M. Norton

Catherine and Robert O’Sullivan

Mrs. Marina S. Ottaway

Mr. Michael P. Parker

Ms. Barbara A. Patocka

Stan Peabody

Ms. Jane Pearce

Mr. Peter Pennington

Mr. and Mrs. Paul W. Phillips

Dame Karen Pierce DMG, Former British 
  Ambassador, and Sir Charles Roxburgh

Ms. Ann Portocarrero

Mr. Aron Primack

Mr. Terry Quist

Mark R. Rosman

Dr. Victoria Sams

Mr. David M. Schiffman

Lt. Gen Robt E Schmidle, Jr., USMC (ret) and 	
  Pamela E. Schmidle

Mr. D. Stanton Sechler

Dr. James Shapiro

Ronald M. Costell, M.D.

Mr. Andrew C. Cross and Ms. Jamie M. Patten

Ms. Jeanne De Sa

Mr. and Mrs. Dominick Demarco

Laura and Mark Duvall

Ms. Susan Edmondson

Ms. Erika Elvander

Ms. Laurie Fletcher and Dr. Allan Fraser

Mr. and Mrs. Craig Franklin

Ms. Rhonda Friedler

Dr. Mary C. Fuller

Dr. Robert A. Gaines

Ms. Thesia I. Garner

Jere Gibber and J.G. Harrington

Donald Gilman

Ms. Michelle Gluck

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L. Goelzer

Ms. Amy Goffman

Mr. Gregg H.S. Golden and Dr. Laura George

Professor Suzanne Gossett

Mr. Bruce N. Gregory and Ms. Paula Causey

Ms. Maria E. Grosjean

Mr. and Mrs. C. David Gustafson

Ms. Elizabeth D. Harvey

Ms. Vicki R. Herrmann

Lucia Hill and Fred Hill

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen E. Hurst

Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Johnson

Prof. Ann Rosalind Jones

Barbara and Steve Keller

Mr. Christopher Kendall and 
  Ms. Susan Schilperoort

Dr. Arthur B. Kennickell

Ms. Kathleen Knepper

Mr. James Knighton

Ms. Lisa Kohn

Kathleen Cogan Kovach

Anne Kress

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Lauzon

Ms. Margaret A. Shukur

Mr. Steven Solow

Marilyn and Hugh South

Richard Spear and Athena Tacha Spear

Professor Raymond J. St. Leger

Mr. Carl Steidtmann

Ms. Allison Stockman

Mr. Douglas Struck

Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell A. Sutterfield

Mr. John M. Taylor

Ms. Lynn Trundle

James and Carol Tsang

Mr. and Mrs. James T. Turner

Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Van Voorhees

Drs. Alden and Virginia Vaughan

Mr. Christopher White Webster

Christie and Jeff Weiss

Mr. Peter Wells

Ms. Jacqueline West

Dr. Suzanne M. Winkel

$250–$499
Mr. and Mrs. Don P. Abbott
Mr. Stephen Ahern
Mr. Thomas Ahern Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Travis A. Allen
Ms. Tonia Anderson
Anonymous (5)
Ms. Suzanne Bakshian and 
  Mr. Vincent A. Chiappinelli
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Barefoot
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Bechara
Mr. Nathan G. Bein
Ellen S. Berelson and Larry Franks
Professors David M. Bergeron and 
  Geraldo de Sousa
Ms. Kathleen Bergin
Dr. Katherine Berry and Mr. Christian Buchmann
Ms. Ali Bettencourt
Mr. Joseph Blain
Ms. Catherine Blake and Dr. Frank Eisenberg
Dr. and Mrs. David W. Blois

Dr. Dorothy P. Boerner
Ms. Constance J. Bohon
Ms. Kathy Borrus
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bott
Mrs. Anne Clare Bourne
Ms. Kelly Bransome
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Brinkema
Ms. Judith A. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey H. Brown
Ms. Victoria Butler and Mr. Tim Carney
Professor Charles Butterworth
Mr. Jerry Campbell and 
  Rev. Laura Sheridan-Campbell
Dr. Linda L. Carroll
Colonel and Mrs. Larry M. Cereghino
Manu Chander
Mr. Philip Chimento and 
  Ms. Sandra L. Ames
Linda and John Cogdill
Mr. David M. Colbert
Ms. Terri Cole
Dr. Theresa M. Coletti
Dr. John W. Cox and 
  Dr. Lo-Ann T. Nguyen-Cox
John and Valerie Cuddy
Mr. William H. Davis
Dr. Janice F. Delaney
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel A. DeVincentis
Mr. Stephen J. Dickey
Susan Fawcett and Richard Donovan
Mr. S. Ernest Dreyer
Mr. John Driscoll
Col. and Mrs. Valentine Dugie
Mr. Joseph Dvorak
Dr. Terry Dwyer and Dr. Marcy F. Petrini
Ms. Farleigh Earhart
Louise H. Engle
Ms. Marietta Ethier
Ms. Patricia Fagen
Ms. Marilyn Falksen
Dr. George Farr
Mr. Donald Farrow
Ms. Joan P. Ferrell
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Foreman



Ms. Julie F. Schauer
Grace K. and Vincent N. Schiraldi
Mr. Jan Schoonmaker
Ms. Lisa M. Schroeter
Rebecca Scott and Neal Racioppo
Professor and Mrs. Mortimer Sellers
Mr. Roald Severtson
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Shapiro
Dr. Sherry Wood Shuman and 
  Mr. Philip B. Shuman
Mr. Ryan Lycurgus Silva-Masser
Ms. Barbara L. Sloan
The Ed and Andy Smith Fund
Mr. Karl Mitchell Snow
Mr. John Sotos
Mr. Steve Spaulding and 
  Dr. Alicen B Spaulding
Ms. Carolyn Spencer
John and Alison Steadman
Elizabeth Stevens
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Street
Ms. Robin Streeter
Mr. Thomas Strikwerda and 
  Ms. Donna Stienstra
Ms. Theresa A. Sullivan
Mr. Jerry Sutherland
Barbara Swan
Robin & Mark Swope
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Taskier
Mrs. Lonn Taylor
Ambassador and Mrs. Richard Teare
Mr. and Mrs. John V. Thomas
Grant P. & Sharon R. Thompson
Ms. Helen M. Troy
Dr. Arina van Breda
Mr. Peter Van Demark
Aaron P. Wagner
Mr. Donald M. Weinstein and 
  Ms. Beth Fayonne Doughty
Mr. David Weiss
Dr. and Mrs. John R. Wennersten
Dorothy B. Wexler
Mr. Michael J. Whatley
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur K. Wheelock, Jr.

Mr. Douglas Freeman
Mr. Roland Mushat Frye, Jr. and 
  Ms. Susan M. Pettey
Eunice Funderburk
Professor Alison F. Games
Ms. Laurie Gillman
Robert M. Girvin
Mr. Lawrence J. Goffney, Jr. and 
  Dr. Betty J. Forman
Mr. David M. Goldberg
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Goldstein
Ms. Ann V. Gordon and 
  Mr. Martin Singer
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Gordon
Sayre N. Greenfield, Ph.D and 
  Linda V. Troost, Ph.D
Dr. Michael H. Guss
Ms. Leslie A. Hall and 
  Mr. William L. Busis
Ms. Michelle C. Hamecs
Dr. Barbara Harman and 
  Professor William E. Cain
Dr. Miriam Harrington
Professor Joan E. Hartman
Marjorie Hass
Ms. Lucia Hatch
Ms. Barbara W. Hazelett
Robert E. Hebda
Ms. Margaret F. Hennessey
Mr. Douglas D. Henry
Shawn Herbert
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Herson
Mr. James Horwood
Mavis Huang and Erica Huang
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Hutchinson
Ms. Jill W. Isaacson
Ms. Virginia James
James and Catherine Jordan
Mr. Thomas E. Joseph
Ms. Sara W. Kane
Dr. and Mrs. Paul L. Kaufman
Brent Glass and Cathryn Keller
Mr. Robert L. Kimmins
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Kitchen
Mr. Robert Kleinberg

Ms. Lynne Myers Klimmer
Mr. and Mrs. Keith L. Knowlton
Mr. Michael Kolakowski
Kim and Elizabeth Kowalewski
Drs. Douglas and Janet Laube
Ms. Marcia Lauer
Mr. John D. Lawrence
Professor Hugh Lee
Dr. Frank Lemoine
Dr. Carole Levin
Margaret A. Liu
Joseph and Sonya Livingston
David Lloyd, Realtor
Mr. Joseph Loewenstein and 
  Ms. C. Lynne Tatlock
Ms. Jennifer Lopez Van Soest
Ms. Karen Sue Lyon and 
  Mr. Edward McManus
Dr. Lynne Magnusson
Mr. John Makepeace and 
  Mr. Vladimir Poletaev
Dr. Deborah L. Malkovich and 
  Dr. William Freimuth
Mr. Tom Manteuffel and 
  Ms. Rachel Manteuffel
Mr. Howard Marchitello
Ms. Connie McCarthy
Ms. Anna Thérèse McGowan
Ms. Sandy Rae Mckenzie
Professor Jennifer McNabb
Dr. Brian R. McNeill and 
  Ms. Kathryn McKenzie
Dr. Heather McPherson
Dr. Judith Mechanick and 
  Dr. Steven Vetter
Ms. Elizabeth S. Medaglia and 
  Mr. Joseph H. Sinnott
Dr. Steve Mentz and 
  Ms. Alinor C. Sterling
Mr. Steven J. Metalitz and Ms. Kit J. Gage
Ms. Marti Meyers
Cheryl Miller
Mr. and Ms. Stephen S. Mitchell
Mr. and Mrs. Vince Morelli
Ms. Megan Morse
Prof. Klaus Nehring and 

  Dr. Yang-Ro Yoon
Mrs. Winkle W. Nemeth
Mr. Nick Newlin and Ms. Joanne Flynn
Mr. John F. Niemeyer and 
  Mrs. Mary Frances Niemeyer
Ms. Maribeth E. Nolan
Mr. F. Thomas Noonan
Mr. Matthew Norris
Mr. Timothy J. O’Mara
Mr. Aloysius U. Ordu
Mr. Henry Otto
Oxford University Press, Inc.
Ms. Anne H. Padilla
Mr. John J. Parisi and Ms. Anne E. Broker
Charles and Susan Parsons
Dr. Sylvia Holton Peterson and 
  Dr. William Peterson
Mr. John E. Graves, RIA and 
  Ms. Hanh Phan
Ms. Julie Phillips
John and Ruth Polger
Ms. Kate Powell
Drs. Maria T. and Thomas A. Prendergast
Flo Pritchard
Ms. Paula E. Rabkin
Robert Ramsey & Betti Brown
Mr. William Waits Raulerson and 
  Dr. Christian A. Gregory
Ms. Tonya Rawe
Mr. Scott A. Regnerus and 
Ms. Margaret McCown
Dr. Joshua S. Reid
Ms. Margaret Rice
Alice Riginos and Visilis Riginos
Mrs. Carol A. Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. David Robinson
Ms. Dorothy Robyn
Ellen and Richard Rodin
Ingrid Rose
Ms. Susan Hills
Mr. Edward Rowland and 
  Mrs. Salley Cotten-Rowland
Dr. Kim Sajet
Mr. Stephen R. Saph Jr.
Kori N. Schake



FOLGER 2024 ANNUAL REPORT 33

Sandy and Jon Willen
Gary Jay Williams, PhD
Mr. and Mrs. Scott M. Wilson
Ms. Julianne T. Wojay
Ms. Betsy L. Wolf
Patti Woolsey
Kazuo Yaginuma and Barbara Fugate
Ms. Elizabeth S. York
Andy and Mary Zehe

First Folio Society

The list below includes all friends who have in-
cluded the Folger Shakespeare Library in their 
estate plans through a will commitment, a life 
income gift, or a beneficiary designation in a 
life insurance policy or retirement plan.
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Dr. Norma Broude and Dr. Mary D. Garrard
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Ms. Judith Matthews Craig

Dr. James R. Dankert and 
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Every effort has been made to ensure that 
this list of donors is correct. If your name is 
misspelled or omitted, please accept our 
sincere apologies and inform the 
Development Office at 202 675 0303.
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Total Net Assets									                    

Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 					                	            

The Folger Shakespeare Library is a 

private, independently endowed, tax 

exempt institution governed by an 

independent Board of Governors. The 

Folger Shakespeare Library is administered 

by the Trustees of Amherst College in 

accordance with the terms of the wills of 

its founders, Henry Clay Folger and Emily 

Jordan Folger. Therefore, the Trustees of 

Amherst College are the official body under 

which the Folger Shakespeare Memorial 

Library is recognized by the Internal 

Revenue Service under sections 501(c)(3) 

and 509(a)(1) of the tax code.

THE TRUSTEES OF AMHERST COLLEGE

FOLGER SHAKESPEARE MEMORIAL LIBRARY
BALANCE SHEET

Financials: Fiscal Year 2024

 $     19,423,748
699,750

10,038,574
789,497

471,253,887
    127,049,730

$   629,255,186

$       1,237,075
1,413,612
437,049
406,584
6,177,756

31,670,135
216,925
755,637

$     42,314,773

$    111,406,349
475,534,064

$ 586,940,413

$   629,255,186
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OPERATING REVENUES AND OTHER SUPPORT														            

Endowment distribution						   
U.S. government grants					   
Gifts and other grants						       	
Interest Income
Other									       
Net assets released from restrictions for operations			 
														            
Total Operating Revenues and Other Support			   	 		  	

																	               
OPERATING EXPENSES														            

Library						    
Research and public programs			    	
Institutional Support						    
					   
Total Operating Expenses	 					   
														            
Change in Net Assets from Operations	 				  

														            
NONOPERATING ACTIVITIES														            

Realized and change in unrealized gains on investments, 
    and investment income						    
Allocation of endowment spending to operations
Change in net value of life income funds				  
Gifts to life funds, endowment and plant				  
Other components of net periodic benefit cost 
Change in post-retirement benefits, 
   other than periodic benefit cost
Net assets released from restrictions for nonoperations				     

Total Nonoperating Activities	 				  
														            
Decrease in Net Assets					   
														            
Net Assets, Beginning of Year						    
														            
Net Assets, End of Year	 						    
														            

UNRESTRICTED RESTRICTED TOTAL

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2024

$    18,100,553
265,555

2,560,803
             1,800,759     	
             2,377,722

–

25,105,392

$    	 17,374,696
 –

       	    	      –
–

  –
(17,537,737)

(163,041)

$    725,857
265,555

2,560,803
1,800,759
2,377,722

17,537,737

                      25,268,433   	
		    

42,696,775
(17,374,696)

32,577
1,409,678

–

–
(21,037,775)

5,726,559

5,563,518

469,970,546

$    475,534,064

   2,247,199
(725,857)

–
–

98,568

377,003
   	   21,037,775

23,034,688

21,315,825

90,090,524

$   111,406,349

   –
9,377,488

10,363,801
7,246,007

 
26,987,296

  (1,718,863)

   –
9,377,488

10,363,801
7,246,007

 
19,168,699

  (1,881,904)

   –
–
–
–
 
–

  (163,041)

44,943,974
  (18,100,553)

32,577
1,409,678

98,568

377,003
–

28,761,247

26,879,343

 560,061,070

$    586,940,413
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he Folger Shakespeare Library makes 

Shakespeare’s stories and the world in 

which he lived accessible. Anchored by 

the world’s largest Shakespeare collection, the 

Folger is a place where curiosity and creativity are 

embraced and conversation is always encouraged. 

Visitors to the Folger can choose how they want 

to experience the arts and humanities, from 

interactive exhibitions to captivating perfor-

mances, and from pathbreaking research to 

transformative educational programming. The 

Folger welcomes everyone—from communities 

throughout Washington, DC, to communities 

across the globe—to connect in their own way.
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